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As Jesus entered a village, ten lepers approached him. Keeping their distance, they called out, saying, “Jesus, 
Master, have mercy on us!"  14 When he saw them, he said to them, "Go and show yourselves to the priests." And 
as they went, they were made clean.  Then one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising 
God with a loud voice.  He prostrated himself at Jesus' feet and thanked him. And he was a Samaritan.  Then 
Jesus asked, "Were not ten made clean? But the other nine, where are they?   Was none of them found to return 
and give praise to God except this foreigner?"  Then he said to him, "Get up and go on your way; your faith has 
made you well."   Luke 17:12-19 
 
 
 
 
 
Of the ten lepers that Jesus healed, nine of them failed to thank Jesus for their healing.  It’s not unusual to forget 
to say thank-you to God for the blessings we have received.  We get caught up in the busy-ness of our lives, we 
become overwhelmed with daily troubles, and the next thing we know, we’re taking for granted all the good things 
in our lives. 
 
Studies have shown that people who are intentional about expressing gratitude live happier lives than those who 
don’t.  I know people who keep “gratitude journals” – they take time each day to write down a few things for which 
they are thankful.  Whether we keep a written record of the things for which we are thankful or whether we simply 
take time each day to think about our blessings, we grow closer to God when we take time to thank God for the 
people, places and things for which we are thankful.  As Christians, it’s important to thank God for the gift of 
salvation that comes to us through Jesus Christ. 
 
As a way of expressing our thanks to God, everyone is invited to participate in the Community Thanksgiving 
Service on Monday, November 25, at 7 pm, at the Firestone Park Presbyterian Church.  Other churches from the 
community will join us, and a time of fellowship will follow the service.   
 
I thank all of you for the ways in which you serve God through this congregation.  In the Presbyterian Book of 
Order, we are asked to serve God with our “energy, intelligence, imagination, and love.”  I see you doing this 
regularly, and it is my delight to share in this ministry with you. 
 
May you and all your loved ones have a blessed Thanksgiving! 
 
Blessings, 
Francie   
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TO THE GENEROUS CONGREGATION OF FIRESTONE PARK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH:. 
With sincere gratitude from the Mission Committee, we thank you for your generosity to the NESSL PINK 
GIFT BAG campaign we promoted this summer.  We received a total of $1390.80 between June 15th a d 
September 30th.  There are no words to express the dedication you have shown in support of our "adopted" 
Syrian refugee children.  As you know, this is an ongoing need which we continue to support financially as 
well as with our daily prayers.  Blessings to you all, every one of you. 
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Acme shoppers 
Submitted by Kitty Johnson 

 
Two months are already “in the books” for this year’s Acme Cash Back 
Program.  Through September, we have earned $44.03, which is about 
what we had earned at this time last year, so let’s continue to work hard to 
keep those tapes coming in through December 28th. 
 
This is our longest-running mission program, with our participation now 
more that 11 years.  Most of these years we have supported the students 
at McGilvary College in Payap, Thailand, through our long-time covenant 
partner, Rev. Bill Yoder, who has taught there for many years.  It was Bill 
who was instrumental in starting a Master of Divinity program at McGilvary, 
and it is those students whom we now support with our earnings from the 
Acme program each year.  The graduates go on to spread God’s love in 
various ways both in Thailand and in other countries in Southeast Asia. 
 
So, you see, our contributions, along with those of others, are important in 
providing the much-needed scholarships for the students at McGilvary 
College of Divinity, who would otherwise not be able to attend.  Thank you 
for caring for those students through your participation. 
 

SAVE THE DATES 
 
Friday, December 6, 6:00 to 8:00 PM  
FIRESTONE PARK HOLIDAY TREE LIGHTING 
We are honored this year to be hosting the Firestone Park Holiday Tree 
Lighting Celebration at the Firestone Park Presbyterian Church!  Please 
come and help us welcome the community to our church.  Contact Chris 
Tilenni for details about how you can help. 
 
Sunday, December 15, 4-6 pm – Christmas Party for the Allenside and 
Firestone Park Presbyterian Churches.  The party will be held at the 
Allenside Church. 
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