
In-Home Worship 

May 17, 2020 

To Join in-person at 10:30 am, you may: 

Join via the Internet: https://zoom.us/j/3012716135?pwd=SWxjZGQzeUczRlp6Y0F6RVdkQzZ3Zz09 

If asked for a password, the password is 4431444301 

(the password is the two zip codes of Allenside and Firestone Park churches) 

Join via Phone: 929-205-6099 

Meeting ID: 3012716135 (then key “#”), No Participant ID (just press “#”), 

Password: 4431444301 (then press “#”) 

 

 

Call to Worship 

One: No matter how far from God we seem to be, we do not lose heart:   

All: For the days are surely coming, says the Lord. 

One: No matter how many obstacles we face in life, in the church, we do not lose heart: 

All: For the days are surely coming, says the Lord. 

One: No matter how hard it is to continually pray and work for justice, we do not lose heart: 

All: For the days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will forgive and restore my people; when I will equip them 

for every good work; and when I will grant justice, for I hear their cries day and night.  

 

Hymn: Sweet Hour of Prayer 

Verse 1: 

Sweet hour of prayer, sweet hour of prayer, that calls me from a world of care, 

And bids me at my Father’s throne make all my wants and wishes known; 

In seasons of distress and grief, my soul as often found relief, 

And oft escaped the tempter’s snare, by thy return, sweet hour of prayer. 

Verse 2: 

Sweet hour of prayer, sweet hour of prayer, thy wings shall my petition bear, 

To Him, whose truth and faithfulness engage the waiting soul to bless; 

And since He bids me seek His face, believe His word and trust His grace, 

I’ll cast on Him my every care, and wait for thee, sweet hour of prayer. 

Verse 3: 

Sweet hour of prayer, sweet hour of prayer, may I thy consolation share, 

Till, from Mount Pisgah’s lofty height, I view my home, and take my flight: 

This robe of flesh, I’ll drop, and rise to seize the everlasting prize; 

https://zoom.us/j/3012716135?pwd=SWxjZGQzeUczRlp6Y0F6RVdkQzZ3Zz09


And shout, while passing through the air, farewell, farewell, sweet hour of prayer! 

Call to Confession 

The new covenant God has made with Israel, and with us, begins in forgiveness. Though we continually break covenant 

with God, God remains faithful. Let us confess our sins to God, trusting that God will forgive us and remember our sins 

no more. 

Prayer of Confession 

Gracious God, we confess that we do not keep your word before us always and in all things. Instead, we turn away 

from your demanding truth and wander toward easier options. Forgive us, we pray, for pursuing our own desires 

rather than yours. Forgive us for growing weary in following you; for losing hope in your power to transform the 

powers of this world. Turn our hearts to your commandments and word of grace. Do not remember our sin, but 

remember your mercy forever. We pray in Christ’s name. Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon 

In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is the only judge of the living and the dead, we give thanks for the gift of 

forgiveness. In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 

Prayer of Illumination 

Holy God, the words of Scripture are God-breathed words—inspired by you and given life through the power of your 

Holy Spirit. By your Spirit breathe your word into us, so that we become proficient in the language of faith and equipped 

to proclaim the message we receive, for the sake of Jesus Christ, the Living Word. Amen. 

Moments with the Children Rev. Francie Fischer 

Anthem 

Scripture: Jeremiah 33:1-3 

1 While Jeremiah was still confined in the courtyard of the guard, the word of the LORD came to him a second time: 2 

"This is that the LORD says, he who made the earth, the LORD who formed it and established it-- the LORD is his name: 3 

'Call to me and I will answer you and tell you great and unsearchable things you do not know.' 

Luke 18:1-8 

1 Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give up. 

2 He said: "In a certain town there was a judge who neither feared God nor cared what people thought. 3 And there was 

a widow in that town who kept coming to him with the plea, 'Grant me justice against my adversary.' 4 "For some time 

he refused. But finally he said to himself, 'Even though I don't fear God or care what people think, 5 yet because this 

widow keeps bothering me, I will see that she gets justice, so that she won't eventually come and attack me!'" 

6 And the Lord said, "Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7 And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who 

cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? 8 I tell you, he will see that they get justice, and quickly. 

However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?" 

Sermon: Jesus' Parable of the Persistent Widow Rev. Dr. Paul Fischer 

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer Rev. Francie Fischer 

 

Minute for Mission Elder Kim Birk 

 

 



Offering 

Thank you for mailing your offering to the church (Allenside) or to Elaine Izzi (Firestone Park). Firestone Park folks can 

also donate online through the church web site. To contribute to the Pentecost offering, please note that designation in 

the online giving form or on the memo line on your check. 

Hymn: What a Friend We Have in Jesus 

Verse 1 

What a friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and griefs to bear! 

What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer! 

O what peace we often forfeit, O what needless pain we bear, 

All because we do not carry everything to God in prayer! 

Verse 2 

Have we trials and temptations? Is there trouble anywhere? 

We should never be discouraged, take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Can we find a friend so faithful who will all our sorrows share? 

Jesus knows our every weakness, take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Verse 3 

Are we weak and heavy laden, cumbered with a load of care? 

Precious Savior, still our refuge – take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Do thy friends despise, forsake thee? Take it to the Lord in prayer; 

In His arms He’ll take and shield thee, thou wilt find a solace there. 

Charge and Benediction Rev. Dr. Paul Fischer 

 


