
In-Home Worship 

May 10, 2020 

 

 

To Join in-person at 10:30 am, you may: 

 

 

Join via the Internet: https://zoom.us/j/3012716135?pwd=SWxjZGQzeUczRlp6Y0F6RVdkQzZ3Zz09 

 

If asked for a password, the password is 4431444301 

(the password is the two zip codes of Allenside and Firestone Park churches) 

 

Join via Phone: 929-205-6099 

Meeting ID: 3012716135 (then press “#”), No Participant ID (just press “#”), 

Password: 4431444301 (then press “#”) 

 

Call to Worship 

One: They that hope in the Lord will renew their strength, they will soar as with eagles’ wings; 

All: they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not grow faint 

One: I lift up my eyes to the hills, from whence shall my hope come? 

All: My help comes from the Lord who made heaven and earth.  

One: Rejoice always. Pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; 

All: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 

 

Hymn: Somebody’s Knocking at Your Door 

Chorus: 

Somebody’s knocking at your door; somebody’s knocking at your door. 

O sinner, why don’t you answer? Somebody’s knocking at your door. 

Verse 1: 

Knocks like Jesus. Somebody’s knocking at your door. 

Knocks like Jesus. Somebody’s knocking at your door. 

O sinner, why don’t you answer? Somebody’s knocking at your door. 

Verse 2: 

Can’t you hear him? Somebody’s knocking at your door. 

Can’t you hear him? Somebody’s knocking at your door. 

O sinner, why don’t you answer? Somebody’s knocking at your door. 

 

 

https://zoom.us/j/3012716135?pwd=SWxjZGQzeUczRlp6Y0F6RVdkQzZ3Zz09


Verse 3: 

Answer Jesus. Somebody’s knocking at your door. 

Answer Jesus. Somebody’s knocking at your door. 

O sinner, why don’t you answer? Somebody’s knocking at your door. 

Chorus 

Call to Confession 

Let us turn to the most Holy One and confess our sin, confident in God’s faithful and steadfast love for us. 

Prayer of Confession 

Holy One, although we come to church on Sundays, we too often live the rest of the week as though you don’t exist. 

We act as though we created ourselves, with no connection to you, with no hope of transcendence. Open us to your 

constant presence, Holy One. Teach us to pray, and restore our sight, that we may commune with you each day in the 

light of eternity. Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon 

Hear this from God’s Word: Neither death nor life, powers nor rulers, things present nor future, nor anything else in all 

creation can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts. In Jesus Christ 

we are forgiven. 

rayer of Illumination 

God of Love and Justice, we are grateful for inheriting the tradition of the Scriptures. By your Holy Spirit, speak to us 

through your Word, that we may know the love and grace of Jesus Christ, your living Word made flesh among us. Amen. 

Moments with the Children Rev. Francie Fischer 

Anthem 

Scripture:  

Psalm 138 

I give you thanks, O LORD, with my whole heart; before the gods I sing your praise; 

2 I bow down toward your holy temple and give thanks to your name for your steadfast love and your faithfulness; for 

you have exalted your name and your word above everything. 

3 On the day I called, you answered me, you increased my strength of soul. 

4 All the kings of the earth shall praise you, O LORD, for they have heard the words of your mouth. 

5 They shall sing of the ways of the LORD, for great is the glory of the LORD. 

6 For though the LORD is high, he regards the lowly; but the haughty he perceives from far away. 

7 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve me against the wrath of my enemies; you stretch out your hand, 

and your right hand delivers me. 

8 The LORD will fulfill his purpose for me; your steadfast love, O LORD, endures forever. Do not forsake the work of your 

hands. 

 

 



Matthew 6:5-15 

5 "And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the 

street corners, so that they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. 6 But whenever you 

pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret 

will reward you. 

7 "When you are praying, do not heap up empty phrases as the Gentiles do; for they think that they will be heard 

because of their many words. 8 Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask him. 

9 "Pray then in this way: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 10 Your kingdom come. Your will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. 11 Give us this day our daily bread. 12 And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our 

debtors. 13 And do not bring us to the time of trial, but rescue us from the evil one. 

14 For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you; 15 but if you do not forgive others, 

neither will your Father forgive your trespasses. 

Sermon: How Then May We Pray? Rev. Elmarie Parker 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Prayed Mindful of our Sisters and Brothers in the Middle East 

Adapted from Darrell Johnson Fifty-Seven Words that Change the World: A Journey through the Lord’s Prayer. Regent 

College Publishing, Vancouver, British Columbia; 2005 

Father in the heavenly realities all around us—Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, our own Father—hallow your name, make 

visible your character on earth, in the United States, in the Middle East, in Syria and Lebanon and Iraq just as your 

character is known in the heavenlies. Make known who you truly are as the one who seeks reconciliation and 

restoration between humanity and you, between all who are enemies or estranged from one another in each place of 

conflict and violence around us and within us. Hallow your name in each of us, in our families, in our local communities 

around this world.   

Holy God, your kingdom has come in heaven; cause it to come on earth—in Iraq, Syria, and Lebanon; in the United 

States, in our homes, in our neighborhoods. Help us to see the ways in which you are active in our cities and countries, 

the ways in which you are transforming lives and societies to mirror your values and character. Empower us to 

participate in this transforming work. 

Your will is done in the heavenlies around us; make it be done on earth—in our places of work and in our schools, in the 

cities and country sides of the Middle East; in cities and States across America. Help us to know, to really know the 

goodness of your will and to trust the goodness of your will with our whole lives. Help those who witness the lives of our 

sisters and brothers in Iraq, Syria, and Lebanon and who witness our lives of discipleship in the United States—help 

them to truly see the goodness of your will at work in our lives. Indeed, may our lives, and the lives of our brothers and 

sisters be a sweet fragrance that draws others to know you and the goodness of your will. 

Give us our daily bread, all that we as human beings, as human societies and individuals in these societies, all that we 

need for our bodily well-being—for the preservation of our lives. Grant this gift especially to those who are suffering 

under the burden of violence and injustice in Iraq, Syria, and Lebanon and in our country. Give us everything we need to 

live your way of life in our everyday lives. Grant this gift to our church and to the churches of our partners in the Middle 

East. Fill us all with “…the resources of the Holy Spirit, enabling us to live in faith, hope, and love (p. 72).” Fill us all with 

the reality of Jesus at home in us, the only one who is the Bread of Life. Give us a taste in our lives today of the glorious 

banquet that awaits those who will come from east and west, south and north from every tribe, people, and ethnic 

group to gather around your kingdom table. 



“Father in heaven, forgive us our debts; erase from the ledger every failure of duty to you, [every failure to trust and 

obey you, every failure] to our fellow humans; cancel the debts we owe to you and to our fellow humans (p. 80).” Cancel 

even the debts we owe ourselves, our failures towards ourselves. In your mercy do not give us the judgment of your 

justice we deserve. Instead, grant us what we don’t deserve—restored life with you, with others, and with ourselves. 

Grant us the grace as well to forgive the failures of others towards us. Grant us the grace to not hold judgment over 

them for what they deserve, but rather to offer them mercy and even grace…grace to start out fresh with us. May this 

gift of forgiveness pervade our families, your church, our city, our nation, and the nations and peoples of Iraq, Syria, and 

Lebanon. 

Gracious and Holy God, as you lead us into times of testing to prove and improve our character and faith and deepen 

our trust in you and your goodness, do not let the time of testing become a time of temptation. Instead, deliver us, 

deliver our families, deliver your church, deliver our city, deliver our nation and the nations of Syria, Lebanon, and Iraq, 

indeed, the world, from the evil one who has rebelled against you—the evil one who seeks to destroy our character and 

faith and trust in you, the evil one who seeks to dishonor your name, who seeks to deprive your children of daily bread, 

who seeks to divide your children from you and from each other by causing us to cling to our hurts and grievances (p. 

91-93). “Our father, we cannot stand up under very much pressure. We are not wise enough to recognize and then 

counter the work of the evil one. When you lead us to the test, when life itself brings us to the test, do not let the test 

become a temptation, but rescue us. Rescue us from the subtle strategies of the evil one, and help us trust you…rescue 

us from the one who seeks to destroy our faith and work in us the same confidence in you that Jesus has (p. 98, 100).” 

“All this, and more, you can do, for yours is the kingdom, the power and the glory. Forever! So be it! Amen! (p. 113)”  

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer Rev. Francie Fischer 

 

Minute for Mission Elder Kitty Johnson 

Offering 

Thank you for mailing your offering to the church (Allenside) or to Elaine Izzi (Firestone Park). To contribute to the 

Pentecost offering, please note that designation on the memo line on your check. 

Hymn: Called as Partners in Christ’s Service 

Verse 1 

Called as partners in Christ’s Service, called to ministries of grace, 

We respond with deep commitment fresh new lines of faith to trace. 

May we learn the art of sharing, side by side and friend and friend, 

Equal partners in our caring to fulfill God’s chosen end. 

Verse 2 

Christ’s example, Christ’s inspiring, Christ’s clear call to work and worth, 

Let us follow, never faltering, reconciling folk on earth. 

Men and women, richer, poorer, all God’s people young and old, 

Blending human skills together gracious gifts from God unfold. 

 

 

 



Verse 3 

Thus new patterns for Christ’s mission, in a small or global sense, 

Help us bear each other’s burdens, breaking down each wall or fence. 

Words of comfort, words of vision, words of challenge, said with care, 

Bring new power and strength for action, make us colleagues free and fair. 

Verse 4 

So God grant us for tomorrow ways to order human life 

That surround each person’s sorrow with a calm that conquers strife. 

Make us partners in our living, our compassion to increase, 

Messengers of faith, thus giving hope and confidence and peace. 

 

Charge and Benediction Rev. Elmarie Parker  

 


