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March 2021  

The Messenger 
 News from “The Friendly Church in the Heart of the Park” 

 

 
 
 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where thieves 
break in and steal; but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 
consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will 
be also.”   Matthew 6:19-21 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It’s been said that a person’s checkbook is the best place to see what a person values.  Our checkbook 
(or perhaps our monthly credit card statement) shows where we spend our money, and where we invest 
our earthly “treasure.”  We spend money on the things we need to support ourselves – food, rent or 
mortgage, clothing, medical expenses, etc.  But we also spend money on things that are discretionary.  
Discretionary spending is money we spend on things we “want” rather than things we “need.”  Our 
discretionary spending reveals things that we value. 
 
Jesus reminds us to invest our “treasure” in things that will make our hearts more God-like.  During Lent, 
it’s a good time for us to examine how we use our earthly treasure. 
 
As Christians, we have a greater treasure in our lives than our earthly treasure.  It is a treasure of lasting 
value.  Our greatest treasure is our relationship with God.  This is the most important relationship in our 
lives, and we shouldn’t take this relationship for granted.  We invest in our greatest treasure – our 
relationship with God – when we spend time with God through prayer, Bible reading, meditation, and 
worship. 
 
When we treat our relationship with God as a treasure, then our heart will be there, too.  We experience 
lasting rewards when we invest our time and money to grow in our relationship with God. 
 
During this Lenten season may we examine our priorities and focus on our greatest treasure: our 
relationship with God.  
 
Blessings, 
Francie   
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FPPC Financial Report 
As of January 31, 2021 

 
Our General Fund Income and Expense through January 31st is as follows: 
 
 Total Income Total Expense 
January 31 $15,566 $4,767 
YTD $15,566 $4,767 
 
As of January 31, we have $87,408.91 in the bank, of which $76,893.76 is available in the General 
Fund.  Our Income is quite high for January.  This number includes a full year of rent, paid in advance 
by the Presbytery, and two months of rent paid by the Day Care. 
 
Per Capita this year is $32 per member.  Please mark the memo line of your check.  Thanks. 
 
Sherry Priest, Treasurer 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ATTENTION GREEN THUMBS! 
 
The strategy team will be looking for some gardeners this spring to help beautify the church grounds.  
We will be having “sections” available to anyone who would like to do some flower or flowering bush 
planting.  We know there is a lot of shade around the building but there are many shade options 
available.  In the next several weeks we would ask that you be thinking of things to plant and areas 
you would like to plant.  Mulch is going to be provided and lots of large pots for rooted areas.  We are 
going to start in our front yard on Firestone blvd.  Social distancing will be encouraged and you can 
even work alone if you want to.  Please start looking at seed catalogs and getting some ideas.  
Donations of flowers will be needed also for those who can’t get down in the dirt. Bulbs are a super 
option as well.  

 
 

Per capita for 2021 is $32.00 per person.  
Please notate your check "per capita". 

  

 

JOY OFFERING 
Submitted by Kitty Johnson 

 
 

Thank you so much for your generous contributions to the Joy Offering, which totaled 
$382. Half of these funds will be used by the PC (USA) for current and retired church 
leaders and their families in critical financial need, such as a family emergency, a health-
care crisis or even assistance to pastors affected by natural disasters. The other half will 
make it possible for students to learn and grow in faith at Presbyterian-related schools and 
colleges, equipping communities of color. Your gifts will make a difference for the church 
today and tomorrow. 
 
The Mission Committee 
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BOOK CLUB FOR MARCH 
Submitted by Kitty Johnson 

  
The Chilbury Ladies’ Choir by Jennifer Ryan is an uplifting, absorbing novel that celebrates life. 
The story spans barely five months in 1940, but it’s an eventful time for Chilbury, a small Kentist 
village seven miles from England’s coast. With most men off at war, the vicar disbands the choir, 
but as with so many other home-front duties, Chilbury’s women take up the reins. Their female-
only singing ensemble, daring for its time, is successful in more ways than one. Their stories are 
told through their writings, and each woman’s account echoes her personality. As the village 
intrigues play out, and the Nazi threat reaches England, shattering buildings and lives, shadowy 
men skulk about in the woods, and the women draw strength from their togetherness. 
 
Please join us via ZOOM on Sunday, March 28th, at 6:30 pm, for a discussion of this debut novel 
that thrillingly illuminates the true strength of the women on the home front in a village of 
indomitable spirit. Discussion questions will be sent prior to the meeting, so please let Kitty 
Johnson know if you will be attending.  New faces are always welcome. 
 

WINTER MISSION FOR SOUTH STREET  
MINISTRIES/FRONT PORCH CAFÉ 

Submitted by Kitty Johnson 
 

Once again you have reached out in love to many in our Akron area who are struggling during these 
winter months. The new warm socks, gloves and hats you brought to the church have been 
delivered to Joe Tucker, Director of South Street Ministries/Front Porch Café. Shortly after that 
delivery, another was made with additional items we were able to purchase with your monetary 
donations to this mission. Thanks to Sherry Priest who helped with the on-line ordering of these 
items. 
 
Joe was very grateful for all the items that will now be distributed to the many in need that come to 
their doors, including homeless individuals. Thank you so very much for your response and your 
support. You have made a real difference for many during this winter season. 
 
Your Grateful Mission Committee 
  

 

The deadline for April Messenger submissions will be March 
15.  If you think you will need extra time, please let Amy 
know (including expected length - full page, half-page, etc.) 
by March 15 so that she can leave room for your 
submission.  In order to avoid last-minute revisions, anything 
received after this date without prior notification will be 
included in the May Messenger.   
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CHRISTMAS FAMILIES 
Submitted by Lynda Dobbins 

 
Christmas Families made a difference for two area families!!!! By Lynda Dobbins 

THANK YOU!! THANK YOU!! 
Christmas was a difficult time for all of us not being able to be with friends and family as we 

would have liked to this past year.  But your caring made it a much better holiday for two Firestone 
Park Elementary families that didn’t have much hope for this special season.  You helped us reach 
out to two families with single moms and a total of 8 children.  We were able to get them warm 
clothing and some items they wanted to have for themselves.   

They took home all they needed for a complete Christmas meal, a Pasta dinner and even a 
Tuna/Noodle casserole dinner.  They also received milk, eggs, flour, sugar, paper products that they 
can’t purchase using food stamps, personal care products they can’t purchase with food stamps and 
other items to put on the shelve for meals.   

With COVID hanging over our heads we weren’t able to do this project as we have done in the 
past but we tried our best to make a difference for these families and bring a smile to their faces.   
We even had a friend of the church call and volunteer to take part.  They asked for girls about the 
age of their granddaughters to give them an experience to learn from.  The girls went shopping for 
clothes and special requests and enjoyed wrapping them before being brought to the church.   

Not being in the church during the holidays wasn’t easy to make this project a success but 
that DID NOT STOP US from completing our task.   Thank You to Steve Rohrs and Larry Dobbins 
for their help in doing the final shopping run to complete the list of items to be included.  It is a fun 
experience and a rewarding one.  Thank you also to the Ereth Family for coming and helping get 
things organized before the families arrived to pick up their Christmas bundles.  Their tears were 
THANKS for us and you did make a difference.   

THANK YOU for wrapping the gifts before bringing them to the church.  We missed the 
interactions with each other but you did a great job.  THANK YOU for your food donations, personal 
and household items that the families needed because food stamps can’t be used for them.  YOU 
MADE A DIFFERENCE!!!! 

We pray that next Christmas we might be back to more of a normal situation but you have 
proven again, that Firestone Park Presbyterian Church families are a family that CARES AND 
REACHES OUT TO OTHERS!!!  God Bless each one of you until we can meet again say it in person 
and maybe even with a hug!!! 
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BUILDING AND GROUNDS UPDATE 
 
Even though we have not been able to be in the building last month, workers were all over 
the building.  The following things were updated. 
 
Francie's office has been finished.  Her ceiling, trim, and cabinets were painted.  She is 
ready for her decorating updates. 
 
Phase II of the Fellowship Hall Update was completed.  New black floor mats were 
installed in the kitchen hallway.  At this time, the kitchen hall has had a complete overhaul. 
If you get a chance, take a look. 
 
More LED lights were installed in the Sanctuary making us almost 90% updated.  We still 
need to install LED bulbs in the aisle's up lights.  This will make the Sanctuary as efficient 
as possible.  This is the costliest update we will make. 
 
The stair treads and landings have been removed in anticipation of the new treads.  This 
update will make it safer for us all.  They should be starting soon. 
 
Various fire inspection work was done. 
 
The main women's restroom got new motion sensors so that the lights come on and go off 
automatically.  The lights were always being left on, so we are hoping that this helps. 
 
The main entrance hall and boiler room area were painted and cleaned up.  The floors 
were scrubbed. 
 
We are continuing to use our wish list money to make updates to the building.  Be looking 
for the FH restrooms to get painted. 
This hasn't been done since the last daycare left.  A light that was broken will be 
replaced.  Updates will be made. 
 
We will begin to start painting the Fellowship Hall.  We are currently making repairs to the 
ceiling and the lights.   
 
Thank you for your continued support! 

 
I'd like to thank all of you that have sent cards and prayed 
during my recent illness.  As I continue to recover, I thank 
God for the wonderful care and support I have received 
from my FPPC family.  As I continue on this journey, I am 
reminded how special you all are.  I miss you.  Thank you 
again. 

~Chris Tilenni 
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COMMUNITY BLESSING BOX 
     “Serving God, Serving our Neighbors” 

Submitted by Jona Rohrs 
     
On Saturday February 27, 2021, Firestone Park Presbyterian Church dedicated our Community 
Blessing Box. To know surprise, this ministry has had tremendous support and has generated so 
much excitement. Monies have been donated from both the community and members of our 
congregation to help with the material to build the box and for the initial and continued “stock the box”.  
There’s even a church in Firestone Park collecting food to help fill our blessing box.  
This all-important ministry will need continued support to provide food and other necessities for our 
neighbors in need. We will be accepting donations of canned and boxed food (no expired food, 
please) as well as paper and health products not covered by foods stamps. Suggested items 
include cake mixes, hamburger helper, instant potatoes, Knorr soups-rice-and noodles, cereals, 
oatmeal, crackers, toilet paper, paper towels, antibacterial wipes, Kleenex, powder laundry detergent, 
toothpaste, Ramen noodles, soup, Spaghetti O’s, peanut butter, jelly, pasta, spaghetti sauce, apple 
sauce to name a few. There are totes outside Rev. Francie’s office for drop-off. 
 
As we embark on this program know our little “blessing box” is answering prayers by providing food, 
necessities and hope for our neighbors in need. 
 
Community Blessing Box Coordinator 
Jona Rohrs 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
THE BEAUTY OF ST. PATRICK’S DAY 

by Nathan Fast 
 
The real beauty of St. Patrick’s Day is when winter ends 
and spring begins.  It is also the beauty of the Irish and 
worship everyone must bring to the world we live in. 
 
May the Irish hills caress you; may her lakes and rivers 
bless you; may the luck of the Irish enfold you and may 
the blessings of St. Patrick behold you. 
 

Nathan Fast is a member of the Allenside Church  
who enjoys writing and sharing newsletter articles with us. 
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Lent/Easter Worship Schedule 
 

March 7, 10:30 AM – Worship at the Allenside building or via Zoom, with music, liturgist, and 
Minute for Mission from Allenside 
 
March 14, 10:30 AM – Worship at the Allenside building or via Zoom, with music, liturgist, and 
Minute for Mission from Firestone Park 
 
March 21, 10:30 AM – Worship at the Allenside building or via Zoom, with music, liturgist, and 
Minute for Mission from Allenside 
 
March 28, 10:30 AM – Palm Sunday Worship with Communion, at the Allenside building or via 
Zoom, with music, liturgist, and Minute for Mission from Firestone Park 
 
April 1, 7:00 PM – Maundy Thursday Communion Service, at the Firestone Park building or 
via Zoom, with music and liturgist from Firestone Park 
 
April 4, 10:30 AM – Easter Worship Service at the Allenside building or via Zoom, with music, 
liturgist and Minute for Mission from the Allenside  
 
Fiona Coughlin will sing for all services. 
 

To Join by Computer/iPhone/Smartphone,  
click the following link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6801036764?pwd=YTE3L0RNMjBjV25PcUc3
ekNQTHJYUT09 

 

To Join via Phone:  
Phone Number: 1-646-558-8656 (New York)  

Meeting ID: 680 103 6764 (then key “#”),  
No Participant ID (just key “#”),  

PASSWORD REQUIRED: 4430144314 (then key “#”)  
(this is a New York City number, not a toll-free number – if your phone service doesn’t provide for free 
calling within the continental United States, you may be charged for this call) 
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Zoom and In-Building Worship 
 

We are continuing to have combined worship services for the 
Firestone Park and Allenside churches.  The Allenside Session 
has decided to add the option of worshipping in their church 
building beginning on March 7 at 10:30 AM.  The Firestone Park 
Session has decided not to return to the church building, but 
anyone is welcome to come to the Allenside building on March 7 
and the following Sundays.  Everyone can worship via Zoom on 
Sundays at 10:30 AM by connecting using the following 
information: 
 

To Join by Computer/iPhone/Smartphone,  
click the following link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6801036764?pwd=YTE3L0RNMjBjV25PcUc3
ekNQTHJYUT09 

 

To Join via Phone:  
Phone Number: 1-646-558-8656 (New York)  

Meeting ID: 680 103 6764 (then key “#”),  
No Participant ID (just key “#”),  

PASSWORD REQUIRED: 4430144314 (then key “#”)  
(this is a New York City number, not a toll-free number – if your phone service doesn’t provide for free 
calling within the continental United States, you may be charged for this call) 

 
 



 9

 
We all know what the various FPPC committees do. But 
FPPC is full of unsung heroes who don’t serve on a 
committee but use their time and talents to keep the 
church functional and interesting. This month, we’re 
shining a spotlight on the Music Recorder for Zoom 
Worship, Megan Ereth; and the Memorial Secretary, 
Goldie Ross. 

 
Music Recorder for Zoom worship   Megan Ereth 
All during the pandemic, Megan has met Julie Carlson at church to record her music, which she then 
labels and emails to Pastor Francie in time for the service. She also keeps everything organized and 
labeled so the dates don’t get confused. Thanks for the great job, Megan! 
 
Memorial Secretary   Goldie Ross 
Goldie has been acting as Memorial Secretary for over 50 years! She makes sure anyone who makes 
a memorial donation to the church receives a hand-written thank-you card. Now that’s faithfulness! 
Thank you, Goldie! 
 
 
 


