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Do not remember the former things, or consider the things of old.  I am about to do a new thing; now it springs 
forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.  The wild animals will 
honor me, the jackals and the ostriches; for I give water in the wilderness, rivers in the desert, to give drink to my 
chosen people, the people whom I formed for myself so that they might declare my praise.   (Isaiah 43:18-21)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is part of God’s nature that God is creative and active.  These verses from Isaiah tell us that God is doing new 
things, and we need to be watching so that we see it.  The examples given here are dramatic and easily seen, but 
sometimes it can be hard for us to see the new things God is doing. 
 
At every Session meeting, we begin with a prayer that God will guide our discussions and our actions and that 
God will lead us to take actions that are in accordance with God’s will.  During 2019, we spent time looking for 
ways to expand our outreach into the community.  We experienced the first new outreach effort when we hosted 
the Firestone Park Holiday Festival, at which we received many positive comments from the participants and the 
leaders from the Community Center.   
 
In 2020, we will continue to try new ways of outreach.  The first event of 2020 will be the Firestone Park Chili 
Challenge, which takes the best aspects of our previous Chili Cookoffs and adds a bigger focus on outreach.  
Please invite your friends outside the church to participate. 
 
Changes can happen in several ways.  Sometimes changes are big and “earth-shaking,” happening suddenly and 
requiring large adjustments from everyone affected.  Sometimes changes occur over a long period of time, with 
the changes happening in small increments.  Regardless of which way change happens, change always happens.  
For example, the world, our community, and our personal lives will be different in five years from how they are 
now.  Change is happening all around us, and the prophet Isaiah tells us that God wants us to perceive it – to see 
it – so that we can be a part of moving God’s kingdom forward. 
 
May 2020 be a year in which we get in touch with God’s plans for change, and may we seek ways to work for the 
changes within our church that will increase our faithfulness to God’s will for our congregation. 
 
Blessings, 
Francie 
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CHANGE IN PROCEDURE 
 

As you know, our money counting and bookkeeping 
procedures are currently being revamped. Please be aware 
that although a deposit may or may not be made each week, 
we are committed to always make a deposit directly after the 
first Sunday of each month. Therefore it may take a bit 
longer for your check to clear than in the past. 

JANUARY BOOK CLUB 
Submitted by Kitty Johnson 

 
Heartland is a 2018 memoir by American writer Sarah Smarsh. Subtitled 
A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on 
Earth, Heartland seeks to capture with brutal honesty the reality of poor 
whites in rural Kansas. Greeted with critical acclaim, the book is currently 
a finalist for the National Book Award and the Kirkus Prize. 
 
Through the narrative of her childhood and her family, Smarsh seeks to 
identify the reasons why it’s so hard for families such as hers to escape 
poverty.  And, while Smarsh’s writing is highly effective when evoking the 
everyday details of the lives of the working poor, her political insights are 
equally effective, helping to drive home why the working poor in America 
find themselves in such a seemingly inescapable cycle of poverty and 
pain. 
 
In the end, Smarsh combines the highly personal with the highly political 
to craft a stunning examination of the dying American heartland. And, as 
such, the book is an exceedingly valuable account of the deepening 
divisions of culture and class in America today. 
 
Please join us for what promises to be an evening of insight and 
stimulating discussion on Sunday, January 26, 2020, at 6:30 pm in 
Room 14. Light refreshments will be served. 
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Mark Your Calendars – Upcoming Events: 
 
Sunday, December 29, 9:45 am - Combined Worship Service at Firestone 
Park with Allenside 
 
Sunday, January 5, 9:45 am – installation of Elders and Deacons at the 
worship service 
 
Sunday, January 26, 8:45 am – Fellowship with Francie 
Sunday, February 9 – Combined worship service with Allenside at 9:45 
am at Firestone Park, followed by the Annual Congregational Meeting of 
Firestone Park 
 
Wednesday, February 26, 7:00 pm- Combined Ash Wednesday Service 
with Allenside at Firestone Park 
 
Sunday, March 29, 11:15 am – Combined Worship Service with Allenside 
at Allenside 
 

ACME CASH BACK PROGRAM ENDING 
Submitted by Kitty Johnson 

 
 
The Acme Cash Back Program ends December 28, 2019, so please 
round up all your Acme receipts and place them in one of the Acme 
bags by January 12th.  And, don’t forget to ask your friends and 
neighbors for their receipts as well. 
 
Through November, we have earned $188, so let’s have a big push to 
finish the year! 
If you are not an Acme shopper but would like to contribute to this 
mission program, you may use a pew envelope and mark it “Acme 
Cash Back Program.”  If you are writing a check, please make it out to 
Firestone Park Presbyterian Church and write Acme Cash Back 
Program on the memo line. 
 
The earnings from this program are very important to this global 
mission as we help to support qualifying students with scholarships so 
they are able to attend the McGilvary College of Divinity in Payap, 
Thailand. Upon graduation, these students go out to spread the love 
of God through various ways in Southeast Asia. 
 
Thank you once again for your continued support of this yearly 
mission. 
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12th Annual Chili Cook Off 
  

It is time for our 12th Annual CHILI COOK OFF 
and FIRST ANNUAL FIRESTONE PARK CHALLENGE!!! 

 
Saturday, January 11th we will hold our 12th Annual Chili Cook Off in 
Fellowship Hall that is open to the public.  We will serve from 4 – 6 PM.   
So, look in your favorite cook book or your secret recipe cards and plan to 
make YOUR favorite Chili Recipe and bring it to the church before 3:30 
PM.  You may be this year’s winner!!!  Sign up on the wall across from 
the Pastor’s office or call the office and ask someone to sign you up.  We 
are hoping for at least 10 or more chili recipes to be tasted.  Donnie 
Kammer has challenged to make his pot of Chili and we are inviting 
anyone else in the Firestone Park area to join the challenge.   
 
Our Councilman Kammer will be visiting each table to share information 
with you and you with him of what is happening in Firestone Park.  The 
owners of Walk in the Park Cafe will also be judging the Chili for the best 
in Firestone Park.   
 
We also need help with other items needed to fill out the menu!  We need 
sheet cake and brownies for dessert.  We need pop and of course we 
need oyster crackers for the soup.  Those sign-ups are also on the board 
across from the Pastor’s office.  
 
Tickets are available from the Elders and Deacons or at the door.  The 
cost is $6.00 for adults and $3.00 for children under 12.  If you need a 
table reserved for 8 or more, call Lynda at 330-877-3718 and leave a 
message.  Each ticket will allow you to vote for your favorite chili and 
enjoy all the GREAT COOKS this church has.  Come and invite your 
family and friends to join us on a cold winter’s eve for a warm bowl of chili 
and an arm full of fellowship.  SEE YOU THERE!!!! 
 

THANK YOU to everyone who helped with the Firestone Park Holiday Festival 
on Friday, December 6.  We received much positive feedback from those who 
attended the event.  We also received the following email from Penny Bomba 
from the Community Center: 
  
Hello Everyone, 
  
I would like to take a moment and thank everyone for the hard work that was 
put into making the Holiday Festivities happen. It was wonderful and 
heartwarming to work with everyone to make it happen. Please pass my 
appreciation along to all of the volunteers! 
  
I hope everyone has a Merry Christmas and a safe and happy New Year! 
  
Penny Bomba 
Supervisor, City of Akron Recreation & Parks 
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING CHANGES 
 
Changes to Janitorial Services, Administrative Hours and Choir Schedule 
As described in the November Messenger, the Finance Committee and the Session have worked 
together to implement changes to bring our 2020 church expenses in line with our projected 2020 church 
income. Here’s what this means to all of us: 
 
We will have the janitorial service at the church every two weeks instead of weekly. 
 
The choir schedule is changing.  The choir will sing twice per month, except during Lent and Advent 
when they will sing weekly.  On the off weeks, we will have an ensemble or perhaps a brief hymn sing.  
Details will be announced at the worship services. 
 
The office hours are changing.  Amy will be in the office on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9:00 am to 
2:00 pm.  She will not be in the office on Wednesdays.  There will be no change to Francie’s office 
hours.  The details about Francie’s office hours will continue to be published in the e-blast and weekly 
bulletin. 
 
Changes to Communication Deadlines:   
E-Blast:  Tuesdays at Noon 
Prayer List:  Thursdays at Noon 
Messenger deadline will remain the same:  15th of the month 
 
Changes to Flower Program:  Due to low participation in the past several years, we will no 
longer offer weekly flower orders for memorials.  We will still have the opportunity to purchase 
flowers for Christmas and Easter. 
 
Amy will have very limited time for poster design.  Judy Abdallah is available to help people with 
poster design. Amy can continue to print and make copies of posters you have created. Please note: If 
you need a poster larger than legal-size paper, the printing will need to be done outside the church 
because our new printer cannot print anything larger than legal size. 
 
We appreciate everyone’s help as we make these changes. 
 

New Christian Education (Office Entrance) Doors 
 
It finally happened!  Using grants from the Presbytery and Synod, 
along with some memorial donations, our new Christian Education 
doors (also known as the “Office Entrance” doors) were installed 
December 2nd and 3rd.  The new doors have a video doorbell with 
an entry buzzer system, and they have a NEW key.  If you need a 
key and haven’t yet received one, please stop by the office or 
contact Amy in the office or Sherry Priest about getting a key.   
We are pleased that we now have a safer environment for the 
children who will be in the new daycare (The new daycare is 
planning to open early in 2020).   
 


